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Welcome to the 
August edition of our 
monthly E-Zine 
The e-zine is back ς and 
hopefully, with our new 
electronic distribution 

system in place, you will only receive it once!  
From this month, we will also be delivering it 
in hard copy to community members around 
the county.  As with most community and 
voluntary organisations, many of our staff 
took some well-earned annual leave in 
August.  For our Traveller members of staff, 
it was an opportunity to pack the camper 
and take to the road to visit family and 
friends or some of the many fairs and events 
throughout the country.   
 
Meanwhile, back at the Resource Centre, our 
children/youth team delivered the five week 
summer programme; our Education 
Programme Manager reached out into the 
community to engage participants in our 
Adult and Community Education 
Programme; we recruited our new 
Accomodation Team member and Get Vocal 
Programme Facilitator; we participated in 
the DLR Festival of World Cultures and 
finally, put the finishing touches to what is 
the most ambitious Resource Centre 
Programme ever. 
 
In this edition, we chart the work of July and 
August and look forward to the huge 
challenge of delivering upon our Autumn 
Programme.  Also, we will be marking 
Positive Ageing Week with the launch of our 
bŜǿ hƭŘŜǊ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ Get Vocal Programme 
and closing off DLR Social Inclusion Week  
with our 25th Anniversary Celebrations.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
formally acknowledge all our funders and 
partners for the resources and support to 
deliver our new, expanded programme and  
to welcome Niamh (Get Vocal), Margaret 
(Reception) and Katy (Accomodation) to the 
staff team. 

 
Catherine Morley 
(Director) 

 

 

Autumn @ Southside Travellers 

Our new Autumn Resource Centre Programme is packed full of 
new activities and events and aims to ensure that there is 

something for everyone from Monday to Saturday.  Check out 
www.southsidetravellers.ie, phone us or just drop in and have a 

cup of tea and chat with one of our team for more details.  
 

Monday 9.00 ς 1.00 Adult and Community Education 
Programme   

2.30 ς 4.30 Career Guidance for Men 
2.30 ς 4.30 Homework Club  
5.00 ς 7.00 Art Group  
7.30 ς 9.30 Beauty School  

 
Tuesday 9.00 ς 1.00 Adult and Community Education 

Programme  
11.00 ς 12.30 Our Gailles (Parent and Toddler 

Group)  
2.30 ς 4.30 Life Coaching for Men  
2.30 ς 4.30 Homework Club  
5.30 ς 7.30 Dance Group  
8.00 ς 10.00 The Chill Out Zone  

 
Wednesday 9.00 ς 1.00 Adult and Community Education 

Programme  
2.30 ς 4.30 Homework Club  
2.30 ς 4.30 Jobs Club 
5.30 ς 7.30 Digital Art  

 
Thursday 9.00 ς 1.00 Adult and Community Education 

Programme  
2.30 ς 4.30 Homework Club  
5.00 ς 7.30 Culture Cooking  
8.00 ς 9.30 aŜƴΩǎ 5ǊƻǇ-In  

 
Friday 9.00 ς 1.00 Adult and Community Education 

Programme  
11.00 ς 1.00 tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ  

 
Saturday 11.00 ς 1.00 ¸ƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎΩ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀŦŜ 

 
 

 

August 2010 E-Zine Team 

 

Editor 
Catherine Morley 

 

Assistant Editor /Community Link 
Geraldine Dunne 

With assistance from Alison Corr, Catriona Doyle, Trevor Stewart, 
Carol Connors, Sally Connors, Geraldine McDonagh, Niamh 

Crudden and Katy Quayle,  and Trisha Cranny 
 

 

http://www.southsidetravellers.ie/
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 
2010: A Rough Guide 
For the first time ever this year, our Summer Programme ran over 

five weeks 
from June 
29th to July 
30th.   
 
In total, 
almost 100 
children 
and young 

people aged from six to 
seventeen participated in 

activities such as Go Karting, Horse Riding and Pony Trekking, 
Swimming at the Aquatic Centre and Ballyfermot Pool, Roller Disco, 
Viking Splash Tours, Visits to the Leprechaun Museum, Barbeques, 
Fort Lucan, Park Play Days, Visits to Imaginosity and Picnics in the 

Park.  The Programme culminated in a final Summer Programme 
Party attended by all the participants. 
 
This year, we planned that all registered young people would attend 
at least four activities on four consecutive days .  It was agreed like 
last year, that we would arrange groups according to age rather 
than by site as this would enable us to run age appropriate 
programmes. Once again, to reduce costs and enable the projects to 
run more smoothly, we had parents drop and collect their children 
from Southside Travellers centre in Sandyford. 

Viking Splash Tour - 
by Hayley, Jade, Pearl, 
Bridie, Kevin, Elizabeth, 
Luke, Bridget, William 
and Annie 
 
"So, Pearl was late and 
just about made it onto the bus.  We drove 
into the city on the red bus and stopped at 
Stephen's Green.  Then, we hopped on the 
yellow Viking Ship and put on our seatbelts 
and Viking hats.  On the boat, they told us all 
about the history of Dublin and the Vikings 
and we had to scream at people passing by.  
Then they made us put on our life jackets and 
we launched into the river - Luke and William 
kept blowing the whistle, even though we 
weren't drowning!  Then, we sailed past 
where Bono records his albums - faster and 
faster and faster and faster - and we had to 
put our hands up and pretend we were flying.  
Very good, exciting, fun, deadly, very 
intellectual and we got to scare a few 
people....We better not forget the bbq, 
thanks to everyone and make sure Ger does 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΗΗέ 
 

 

What the Young People Said... 
 

άWŀƳƛŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ DŜǊǊȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
hard not to look disappointed ς ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŜƘΚέ 

 
ά²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀƳ 
building day ς ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛŜǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǎΗέ 

 
ά¢ƘƻǎŜ 5ǳōƭƛƴ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘΗέ 

 
¢Ƙŀǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǎǘΗέ 

 
ά/ŀǘǊƛƻƴŀΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

CƭƛŎƪŜǊΦΦΦέ 
 

ά!ƭƭ Ǝlammed up for the roller disco ς that 
ΨулΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

DŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅέ 
 

άDŜǊΩǎ ōǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘέ 
 

ά/ŀƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΚέ 
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Get Vocal Programme Up and Running 
Supporting Older Travellers in Dun Laoghaire / 
wŀǘƘŘƻǿƴΦΦΦΦōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
enough... 
 

 
 

The Programme 
Older people have a very important role 
and a huge amount to offer in terms of 

experience, knowledge and skills. Getting older does 
however present many challenges and for members of the 
Traveller community, ageing provides a series of specific 
challenges, not least of which is the fact that when a 
Traveller community member reaches the age of 50 they are 
traditionally considered to be an older person.  
 
Even though older Travellers are held in high esteem by 
their community, and are generally part of strong familial 
networks, it has been our experience (having delivered a 
number of social initiatives to older Travellers through our 
Community, Health and Well-Being Programme in 2009) 
that many older Travellers can still experience isolation. In 
particular older Travellers, owing to health status and 
educational attainment, may not have the capacity or 
confidence to come together to get vocal about issues 
affecting them. 

 

Our Aims 
The overall aim of the Get 
Vocal project is to carry 
out research into the 
profile, experiences and 

service needs of older Travellers in Dun Laoghaire / 
Rathdown, to document the profiles, experiences and needs 
and around this, to develop a countywide strategy for this 
group. In addition, we will support the establishment and 
continued facilitation of a network or group where older 
Travellers can come together to begin to vocalise these 
concerns in a structured and supported environment and to 
develop self advocated responses to identified needs. Such 
a network has the added value of creating a space for older 
Travellers to come together socially and move beyond their 
immediate familial networks, to discuss issues, build new  

relationships and to support one another to find 
viable solutions to challenges that they face.   
 
The development of such a network is an exciting 
prospect. We hope that through this network older 
Travellers will not only increase their capacity and 
confidence to self advocate, but will become more 
involved in all of the programmes on offer within the 
Southside Traveller Action Group. We look forward to 
enriching our organisation with their experience, 
knowledge and skills!! 
 
The programme is funded by Age and Opportunity 
through their Get Vocal scheme of grants and we 
wish to acknowledge the support of Southside 
Partnership in the development of our successful 
submission for inclusion in the scheme.  Dun 
Laoghaire / Rathdown County Council Inter-Agency 
Steering Group for the Co-Ordination of Services to 
Travellers and Southside Partnership will also be 
providing additional support to the Programme in 
terms of resources and participation on the Steering 
Group. 
 

Niamh Crudden ς The 
Get Vocal Programme 
Facilitator  - will be 
supporting the 
establishment of and 
providing ongoing 
facilitation for the 
network and working 

closely with the researchers to profile the 
experiences and illuminate the needs of older 
Travellers in the county.   She only started last week 
and already she has planned the launch, invited 
partner organisations to participate in the steering 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘŜǊ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ 
Consultative Committee.  Give her a call at the centre 
or mail her (niamh@southsidetravellers.ie) to find 
out more or introduce her to relatives or friends.  
Also, keep an eye on Activelink.ie over the next 
couple of weeks for our call for expressions of 
interest for our research project. 
 

Programme Launch  
The Programme Launch will take 
place on September 27th at 7.00pm in 
our Resource Centre and is designed 
to mark Positive Ageing Week 2010.  

Following the launch, the first official social event, 
designed to gather older Travellers and kick start the 
Programme will take place. 

mailto:niamh@southsidetravellers.ie
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DLR Social Inclusion Week @ Southside Travellers 
This year, we will be marking Social Inclusion Week with two events.  The first will be the first ever 
Southside TravellersΩ United soccer teamΩs participation in the Social Inclusion Cup.  The jerseys 
are ordered, the lads are in training (maybe???) and the team manager, Catherine, has her shorts 
ironed.  The second will be our 25th Anniversary event Celebrating the Past: Building for the Future  
which will take the form of a Traditional Traveller Fair With a Difference and just a few (short) 
speeches! @ our Resource Centre in Sandyford from 2.00 ς 5.00pm on Saturday, October 23rd.  
Watch out for your invitation to this free event.  On that same evening, we will be hosting The 
Hooley, with DJ and food for all our current and previous staff, participants and Board members 
and our ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ŦǳƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ όǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ϵмл ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
October 1st.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult and Community Education (LTI) Update:  Government not Prepared to Shift on 
Exclusionary Policy on Training Allowances 

Following months of lobbying and advocacy ς in tandem with local, regional 
and national partners ς it became clear in mid-August that our efforts to 
ensure that our 2009 ς 2010 Education Programme participants could 
maintain their allowances and complete their Fetac accredited education 
programme were being stymied by the policy level decisions made in the 
2009 budget to cease the payment of training allowances to anyone who is 
not claiming a social welfare payment in their own right (apart from those 
on one-parent family allowance).  In the main, married Traveller women are 
claiming as adult dependents on their husbands, and therefore have no 

individual claim. In real terms, this means that (on our estimation), almost 90% of Traveller women in Ireland would 
not be eligible for the FAS training allowance. Thus, unfortunately, whilst 12 of ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ϵммн ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ C!{ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΣ 
was a significant part of their family income.  In addition, cuts to childcare and travel allowances were implemented 
ς although FAS are willing to access a childcare place for the children of participants.  

  
This failure by government to acknowledge the significant barriers facing Travellers in accessing 
education and the particular role of women within Traveller culture has meant that if they continued 
on the programme, many of our previous participants would be significantly economically 
disadvantaged.  For many, this came as a significant blow as they were more than half way through 
what had been designed as a three year programme aimed at providing opportunities for Traveller 
women to achieve Fetac Level 5 accreditation.  This decision has been particularly difficult for 
Southside Travellers, as we see every day the real and significant impact of participation in the LTI 
Programme ς almost 60% of the staff we employ as Programme Managers, Youth Workers, Health 
Workers, Parent and Toddler Facilitators, Parent Support and Accomodation Workers are graduates of 
our Education Programme.  9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦŦ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
training has completely overlooked the fact that it denies married Traveller women access to the 
education and training programmes which have supported them to move into paid employment.   

 
According to correspondance between Minister Mary Coughlan ŀƴŘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 9ŀƳƻƴƴ hΩ/ǳƛǾ όōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳΩǎ 
Departments have a direct input into the policy level issues relating to the LTI) regarding our campaign άǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ 
arising from this decision are being used to provide additional training places for the increased number of 
ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘέ.  Whlist the provision of additional training to those most recently effected by the economic downturn 
is, of course, very important, many Travellers would suggest that tackling the level of educational disadvantage 
experienced by their community over generations should remain a priority. 
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