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Welcome to the
Augustedition of our

monthly EZine

The ezine is back and
hopefully, with our new
electronic distribution
system in place, you will only receive it onc
From this month, we will also be delivering
in hard copy to community members aroun
the county. As with most community and
voluntary organisations, many olr staff
took some weHlearnedannual leave in
August. Foour Traveller members of staff
it was an opportunity to pack the camper
and take to the road to visit family and
friends or some of the many fairs and even
throughou the country.

Meanwhile, back at the Resource Centre, ¢
childrenyouth team delivered the five week
summer programme; our Education
Programme Manager reached out into the
community to engage participants in our
Adult and Communit§ducation
Programme we recruited our new
Accomodation Team member and Get Voc
Programme Facilitatgmve participated in
the DLR Festival of World Cultures and
finally, put the finishing touches to what is
the mostambitiousResourceCentre
Programme ever.

In this edition we chart the work of July anc
August and look forward to the huge
challenge of delivering upon our Autumn
Programme.Also, we will be marking
Positive Ageing Weelith the launch of our
bSg¢ hi RSNGd YicaP®dramsel.
and closing of DLR Social Inclusion Week
with our 25" Anniversary Celebrations.

I would like to take this opportunity to
formally acknowledge all our funders and
partners for the resources and support to
deliver our new, expanded programme anc
to welcome Niamh (Ge¥ocal) Margaret
(Receptionpand Katy (Accomodation) to the
staff team.

Catherine Morley
(Director)

Autumn @ Southside Travellers
Our new Autumn Resource Centre Programme is packed fu
new activities and events and aims to ensure that there is
something for everyone from Monday to Saturday. Check g
www.southsidetravellers.igphone us or just drop in and have
cup of tea and chat with onef @ur team for more details.

Monday 9.00¢ 1.00 Adult and Community Education
Programme
2.30¢ 4.30 Career Guidance for Men
2.30¢ 4.30 Homework Club
5.00¢ 7.00 Art Group
7.30¢ 9.30 Beauty School
Tuesday 9.00¢ 1.00 Adult and Community Education
Programme
11.00¢ 12.30 Our Gailles (Parent and Toddler
Group)
2.30¢ 4.30 Life Coaching for Men
2.30¢ 4.30 Homework Club
5.30¢ 7.30 Dance Group
8.00¢ 10.00  The Chill Out Zone
Wednesday 9.00¢ 1.00 Adult and Community Education
Programme
2.30¢ 4.30 Homework Club
2.30¢ 4.30 Jobs Club
5.30¢ 7.30 Digital Art
Thursday  9.00¢ 1.00 Adult and Community Education
Programme
2.30¢ 4.30 Homework Club
5.00¢ 7.30 Culture Cooking
8.00¢ 9.30 aSy Qé&-n5 NB LJ
Friday 9.00¢ 1.00 Adult and Community Education
Programme
11.00¢1.00 t I NBy i aQ DNZRdzL)
Saturday ~ 11.00¢1.00 , 2dzy3a G SNRQ |, 2 dzi

August 2010 &ine Team

Editor
Catherine Morley

Assistant Editor /Community Link

Geraldine Dunne
With assistance from Alison Corr, Catriona Doyle, Trevor Stey
Carol Connors, Sally Connors, Geraldine McDonagh, Nian
Crudden and Katy Quayle, and Trisha Cranny
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2010 A Rough Guide

Forthe first time ever this year, our Summer Programme ran ove
five weeks
from June
29" to July
30",

In total,
almost 100
children
and young

people aged from six to
seventeen participated in
activities such as Go Karting, Horse Riding and Pony Trekking,
Swimming at the Aquatic Centre and Ballyfermot Pool, Roller Di
Viking Splash Tours, Visits to the Leprechaun Museum, BarbeqL
Fort Lucan, Park Play Days, Visits to Imaginosity and Picnics in

Park. The Programme culminated in a final Summer Bnoge
Party attended by all the participants

This yearwe planned that all registered young people would atte
at leastfour activitieson four consecutive daysIt was agreed like
last year, that we would arrange groups according to age rather
than by site as this would enable us to run age appropriate
programmes. Once again, to reduce costs and enable the projec
run more smoothly, we had parents drop and collect their childre

from Southside Travellers centre in Sandyford.
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Viking Splasiour-
by Hayley, Jade, Pearl,
Bridie, Kevin, Elizabeth,
Luke, Bridget, William
and Annie

"So, Pearl was late and

just about made it onto the bus. We drove
into the city on the red bus and stopped at
Stephen's Green. Then, we hopped on the
yellow VikingShip and put on our seatbelts
and Viking hats. On the boat, they told us ¢
about the history of Dublin and the Vikings
and we had to scream at people passing by
Then they made us put on our life jackets a
we launched into the riverLuke and Wildm
kept blowing the whistle, even though we
weren't drowning! Then, we sailed past
where Bono records his album&ster and
faster and faster and fasterand we had to
put our hands up and pretend we were flyin
Very good, exciting, fun, deadly, very
intellectual and we got to scare a few
people....We better not forget the bbq,
thanks to everyone and make sure Ger doe
GKS O0221Ay3 fft GKS

What the Young People Said
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Get Vocal Programme Up and Running
Supporting Older Travellers in Dun Laoghaire /
WEiKR26Yy PPDPDPo SOl dzAS az2y
enough..
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Programme
Launch

{ September 27", 7pm
Southside Travellers
Resource Centre

Guest Speaker
Damien Peelo
Director, Irish Traveller
Movement

The Programme

Older people have a very important role
and a huge amount to offer in terms of
experience, knowledge and skills. Getting older does
however present many challenges and for members of th
Traveller community, ageing provides a series of specific
challengesnot least of which is the fact that when a
Traveller community member reaches the age of 50 they
traditionally considered to be an older person.

get \eeral

Even though older Travellers are held in high esteem by
their community, and are generally part of stgpfamilial
networks, it has been our experience (having delivered a
number of social initiatives to older Travellers through ou
Community, Health and Welleing Programme in 2009)
that many older Travellers can still experience isolation. |
particular otler Travellers, owing to health status and
educational attainment, may not have the capacity or
confidence to come together to get vocal about issues
affecting them.

ae&

opportunlty

Promoting greater participation by older people

Our Aims

The overall aim of the Get
Vocal project is to carry
out research into the
profile, experiences and
service needs of older Travellers in Dun Laoghaire /
Rathdown, to document the profiles, experiences and ne:
and around this, to develop a countywide strategy for this
group. In addition, we will support the establishment and
continued facilitation of a network or group where older
Travellers can come together to begin to vocalise these
concerns in a structured and supported environment and
develop self advocated responses to identified needs. St
a network has the added value afeating a space for older
Travellers to come together socially and move beyond th
immediate familial networks, to discuss issues, build new

relationships and to support one another to find
viable solutions to challenges that they face.

Thedevelopment of such a network is an exciting
prospect. We hope that through this network older
Travellers will not only increase their capacity and
confidence to self advocate, but will become more
involved in all of the programmes on offer within th
Soutiside Traveller Action Group. We look forward
enriching our organisation with their experience,
knowledge and skills!!

The programme is funded by Age and Opportunity
through their Get Vocal scheme of grants and we
wish to acknowledge the support of Sheide
Partnership in the development of our successful
submission for inclusion in the schem@un
Laoghaire / Rathdown County Council Irtarency
Steering Group for the GOrdination of Services to
Travellers and Southside Partnershiil also be
providing additional support to the Programme in
terms of resources and participation on the Steerin
Group.

Niamh Crudderg The
Get Vocal Programme
Facilitator - will be
supporting the
establishment of and
providing ongoing
facilitation for the
network and working
closely with the researchers to profile the
experiences and illuminate the needs of older
Travellersn the county She only started last week
and already shéas planned the launch, invited
partner organisations to participate in the stemgi
ANRdzL) FyR SadlofAakKSR
Consultative Committee. Give her a call at the cen
or mail her(niamh@southsidetravellers.)¢o find

out more or introduce her to relatives or friends.
Also, keep an eye on Activelink.ie over the next
couple of weeks for our call for expressions of
interest for our research project.

ProgrammelLaunch
" The Programme Launch will take
place on September 37at 7.00pm in
,‘ reenet our Resource Centre and is designe

WEEK

to mark Positive Ageing Week 2010
Following the launch, the first official social event,
designed to gather older Travellers and kick start tt
Programme will take place.
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Adult and Community EducatiorL{Tl) Update:Government not Prepared to Shift on

Exclusionary Policy ofirainingAllowances
B A Following months of lobbying and advocaay tandem with local, regional
and national partners, it became clear in midugust that our efforts to
ensure that our 200¢ 2010 Education Programme participants could
maintain their allowances and completedir Fetac accredited education
programme were being stymied by the policy level decisions made in thi
2009 budget to cease the payment of training allowances to anydneis
not claiming a social welfare payment in their own ri¢gmpart from those
on ore-parent family allowance)ln the main, married Traveller women ar
: claiming as adult dependents on their husbands, and therefore have no
individual claim. In real terms, this means that (on our estimation), almost 90% of Traveller women in Ireland
not be eligible for the FAS training allowan€aus, unfortunately, whilst 1&8ff I & G & S| NDa LJ NI
G2 O2yGAydzS 2y GKS LINBPINIYYSs: GKSeé g2dAZ R y2i NBO
was a significant padf their family income. In addition, cuts to childcare and travel allowances were implemel
¢ although FAS are willing to access a childcare place for the children of participants.

LS|
by ft %

This failure by government to acknowledge the significant barrieisdalravellers in accessing
education and the particular role of women within Traveller culture has meantthiag¢y continued

on the programme, many of our previous participants would be significantly economically
disadvantaged. For many, this cameaasgnificant blow as they were more than half way through
what had been designed as a three year programme aimed at providing opportunitiesafaller
women to achieve Fetac Level 5 accreditatidihisdecision has been particularly difficult for
Souhside Travellers, as we see every day the real and significant impact of participation in the L
Programmeg almost 60% of the staff we employ as Programme Managers, Youth Workers, Heall
Workers, Parent and Toddler Facilitators, Parent Support and Amtation Workers are graduates o
our Education Programme@ a A Sy G Al f f e3X GKS 3I2@SNYyYSyidQa LI
training has completely overlooked the fact that it denies married Traveller women access to the
education and training prognrames which have supported them to move into paid employment.

According to correspondandetweenMinister Mary Coughlah Y R aA YA &aGSNJ 9 Y2YyYy hQ
Departments have a direct input into the policy level issues relating to thedgBijdng our campaigi & I GA y
arising from this decision are being used to provide additional training places for the increased number of
dzy’ S Y LJt . AMhI®RHe provision of additional training to those most recently effected by the economic dowi
is, ofcourse, very important, many Travellers would suggest that tackling the level of educational disadvantag
experienced by their community over generations should remain a priority.

/DLRSociaI Inclusion Week @ Southside Travellers \

This year, we will be marking Social Inclusion Week with two events. The first thid best ever
Southside Travellei@Jnited soccer team® participation in the &iallnclusion Cup The jerseys
are orcered, the lads are in training (maybe???) and the team manager, Catheas@ger shorts
ironed. Thesecond will be ou5™ Anniversaryevent Celebrating the Past: Building for the Futur
whichwill take the form of alraditional Traveller FailWith a Differenceand just a few (short)
speechest@ our Resource Centre in Shyford from 2.00c 5.00pm on Saturday, October 93
Watch out for your invitation to this free event. On that same evening, we will be hoBtiag
Hooley, with DJ and food for all our current and previous staéfrticipantsand Boardnembers
andourLJr NIy SNARAX FdzyRSNARA |yR FTNASYRa o6GA0O1S

0 a
\Octoberf‘. /
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